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them rather as an evidence that I have read the book carefully, 
than to point them out as faults. That which it is far more 
fitting to say is that the volume at once takes its place as the 
•best book on the subject, and that it is so well done and so 
charmingly written that many a student will find in it profit, 
and many an ordinary reader entertainment and delight. 

Edward Raymond Turner. 



Virginia Under The Stuarts. By Thomas J. Wertenbaker. Princeton : 
Princeton University Press. 

It is now many years since John Fiske's delightful Old 
Virginia and Her Neighbors reawakened a general interest in 
Southern colonial history. Since that time the never-wearying 
search of the investigator has rendered accessible to writers a 
mass of new source-material. Of this, for Virginia much has 
been printed, especially in the Virginia Magazine of History and 
Biography ; while many new facts and new points of view derived 
therefrom have been presented in monographic form and in the 
writings of such special workers as Bruce, Beer, Andrews, and 
Osgood. In his Virginia Under the Stuarts, 1607-1688, a little 
volume of something less then three hundred pages, Professor 
T. J. Wertenbaker, of Princeton University, now undertakes — 
to use his own words — "to rewrite the political history of Vir- 
ginia from the foundation of Jamestown to the English Revolution 
of 1688, in a form that will make these newly discovered facts 
available to the general reader." 

The result of Mr. Wertenbaker's efforts is a straightforward 
narrative of the happenings in Virginia during the period which 
the book covers, related with an amplitude of detail that reveals 
intimate acquaintance with the sources. While few can aspire to 
the charm of John Fiske's style, Mr. Wertenbaker has told hisstory 
in clear English, and his book holds the reader's attention. From 
other standpoints, however, the book is open to less favorable 
criticism. It should be possible, in the first place, to do full justice 
to the internal development of Virginia and yet give due weight 
to the place of Virginia's history in the wider currents of British 
imperial policy. In respect to the commercial system of England, 
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especially, Mr. Wertenbaker's touch is not strong, and he would 
have done well to give greater consideration to the writings, for 
example, of Mr. George Louis Beer. Mr. Wertenbaker states 
rather positively — to cite a particular case — that the commercial 
legislation of Parliament in the Restoration period was a direct 
and principal cause of Bacon's Rebellion. Mr. Beer's conclusion 
that such was not the case is at least entitled to discussion by 
any writer upon this period. 

Again, there is prefixed to the text a brief list of authorities ; 
but these are given without any attempt at classification or 
criticism. Nor is any light thrown upon critical questions. It 
is quite proper, upon critical grounds, to reject the story of the 
saving of Captain John Smith by Pocahontas; but even the 
"general reader," we conceive, is entitled to ask what has be- 
come of the story. 

The general reader, however, does not make many inquiries of 
this sort ; and if critical students continue to turn elsewhere, the 
general reader may, indeed, with much profit avail himself of 
that which Mr. Wertenbaker has here prepared for him. 

St. George L. Sioussat. 



Political Economy. By Charles Gide. Third Edition. New York : 
D. C. Heath & Company. 

This work is designed primarily as an elementary text-book for 
French students as an aid in preparing for examinations in a 
particular course. Thus it is frankly individual in method and 
arrangement. After an introductory chapter, which includes a 
brief discussion of the object of economics, the various schools 
of economic thought, and the subjects of Wants and Value, the 
volume is divided into four books: Production, Circulation (Ex- 
change), Distribution, and Consumption. As a result of the 
author's individual method of arrangement, some confusion is 
apparent in his treatment of economic theory, as for example 
where he separates Exchange (Circulation) from Production as 
a matter of "didactic convenience," though admitting that Ex- 
change is, after all, a mode of Production. Nevertheless, though 
the book makes no new contribution to economic thought, it is 



